BOTSWANA
How to Safari

48 HOURS

IN VICTORIA FALLS

THE GREAT
MIGRATION

Where and when to see it
PLUS

Bush & beach, what’s new,
itinerary ideas and more

WELCOME TO THE
LATEST EDITION OF
THE KNIGHTON REEVE
TRAVEL GUIDE.
Over the next pages, you’ll find
features based on our extensive
knowledge as well as tips and
advice we’ve picked up on our
latest travels.
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Ian, our travel specialist, recently
visited Botswana and you can
read his guide on how best to
plan your visit on page 6. Ever
wondered what’s beyond the
waterfall at Victoria Falls? Turn
to page 8 and your wait is over.
There’s advice on the best way to
combine beach and bush on page
14. And we’ll show you where to
head to get the best views of the
Great Migration on page 16 (as
well as lesser-known migrations to
try on page 18).
Over the last year, Kenya, Kruger,
Zimbabwe and Cape Town are
just a few of the destinations our
team has visited in the name of
research. We do it because we
genuinely live and love Africa.
And we do it to seek out the best
experiences, and personally roadtest new lodges to see if they live
up to the hype.
As the saying goes, it’s a tough job
– but we relish every minute of it!

Liz Hall
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“FROM MY POINT
OF VIEW KNIGHTON
REEVE COULDN’T BE
FAULTED...AND HAVE
PROVIDED ONE OF THE
VERY BEST BOOKING
SERVICES I HAVE
EXPERIENCED.” MR S
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Liz has been travelling to Africa
for literally decades and is a
walking, talking encyclopaedia
of specialist knowledge. She
considers herself very fortunate
to have made so many friends
in the industry and she gets as
excited about a trip to Africa
now as she did on her first
trip. (May 1992, South Africa
& Botswana, in case you were
wondering).

Katherine has lived and breathed
Africa for most of her life. For six
years she worked in some of the
finest camps in Southern and
East Africa, before moving to
Cape Town where she put down
her roots for over 15 years. She’s
now back in the UK and gets a
real buzz out of planning creative
itineraries and putting her
extensive network of friends and
contacts to good use.

Ian’s been creating bespoke
arrangements for worldwide
travel for over 13 years. But after
falling head over heels in love
with Africa he now specialises
in designing beautiful African
holidays. With 2 young children
who are already no strangers
to the safari experience, he is
an expert on planning family
friendly itineraries, especially
multi-generational ones.
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LIKE THE BACK
OF OUR HAND

From the misty forests of Rwanda to the rushing rapids
of the Zambezi, no-one knows Africa like we do.
Africa is a huge continent and, in our
experience, everyone who visits is
looking for something a little different.
Want to know which lodge guarantees
private vehicles for every guest? Which
comes with a kosher kitchen? Or which
clubs the coolest kids call home?
JUST ASK.
Because we specialise in listening,
finding out what really makes you tick
and using our knowledge to come up
with a holiday that delivers on every
count – and maybe throws in a few
surprises too.
We’ve been tailoring itineraries for our
clients for many years now. We enjoy
nothing better than working out what
you really want from your trip, and
planning a visit that brings your African
dream to life.
ARRIVE IN COMFORT AND STYLE
Ah, the high life. An overnight flight, a
premium cabin flat bed and no jet lag
to speak of - your holiday can start just
as soon as you land. Want to avoid dead
time waiting in airports? We’re experts
in finding the best ways to get around.
Because sometimes it makes sense to
book a private flight and fly when it
suits you.
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From top:
Mountain Gorilla, African
Penguins, andBeyond
Benguerra Island

GO BIGGER WITH YOUR
BUCKET LIST
Gorilla tracking is on most people’s
bucket lists, and that one hour spent
with the gorillas can last a lifetime. But
if an hour’s just not enough, we can
arrange for you to join researchers on a
gorilla habituation project where you
spend up to four unforgettable hours
observing the primates.
THE ROUTE LESS TRAVELLED
Say you’re going to Cape Town. You
probably want to visit Boulders Beach
to see the penguins, but could do
without the crowds. Well, rather than
jostling with the throng to catch
a glimpse, how does sea kayaking
with the penguins sound instead? Or
embarking on a penguin walk with a
local researcher? We know the best
ways to get up close at even the most
popular tourist hotspots.

HEAVEN ON A PLATE
A gourmet picnic on a secluded
beach. A wine safari with food
pairings. Food and drink can make
or break a holiday, that’s why we
work hard to secure tables at top
restaurants and off-the-beaten-track
gems.

LUXURY MEANS
DIFFERENT THINGS TO
DIFFERENT PEOPLE.
WE GET THAT.
For some, it’s all about the finishing
touches: the marble bathrooms, fluffy
towels and design-led flourishes.
Others measure luxury in experiences:
a night in the desert beneath a
thousand stars; camping wild under
a mosquito net on a dry river bed;
watching wildlife at a waterhole mere
metres from your lodge.

Above: Dining at Babylonstoren

SET YOUR PULSE RACING
We do adrenalin, and then some. So
if you’re going to take a surf lesson,
make it with a South African surf
champion. Don’t just hike Table
Mountain, take a yoga class at the
summit and then abseil down. If
you’re feeling adventurous we can
make it happen, whether you’re
mountain biking or dune driving on
a fat bike or in a state-of-the-art Land
Rover.
African adventures come in all
shapes and sizes. Whether you want
to stick to the highlights or prefer to
shake things up, we’d love to speak
to you.

Whatever your question, we
have the answer. (And if we don’t,
we’ll move heaven and earth to find it.)

We asked some of Africa’s leading
names in travel to tell us what luxury
means to them.

“Luxury in a modern context is
about having time and freedom – it’s
not just the finer details of service
or cuisine, it’s about delivering a
complete destination experience for
our guests.”
Liz Biden, Founder and Owner of
The Royal Portfolio

“Luxury, for me, is in the unexpected
caring by someone, waiter, guide,
manager, or company. It is in the
difference between being treated
like a tourist or like a traveller. Luxury
is in the extra choice, something
new or better than what one has at
home, but with that additional array
of experiences that reignite your
creativity, whether it is one of the
unexpected great meals served from
a campfire in the bush, or the use of a
camera on safari. It’s when someone
cares enough about you to give you
something to enhance your life, that
you didn’t think of.”
Dereck Joubert, CEO Great Plains
Conservation, Wildlife Filmmaker, National
Geographic Explorer-at-Large

“For me the ultimate luxury is
when staff in a hotel or lodge know
instinctively what I want and quietly
and discreetly deliver it.”

“The biggest luxuries in a modern
world are time, silence, pristine
spaces; disconnecting from
technology to have quality time
with friends and family. The tangible
connection between healing, nature
and wellness is also a luxury.”

Nicky Fitzgerald, Founder and Owner of

Luke Bailes, Founder, Singita

Londolozi

Angama Mara

“Luxury is a quality of stillness, a place
of peace.”
Bronwyn Varty-Laburn, Creative Director,
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THE ENIGMA THAT IS

BOTSWANA
OUR TRAVEL SPECIALIST, IAN, SPENT NINE DAYS IN BOTSWANA, STAYING
IN THREE DIFFERENT AREAS OF THE OKAVANGO DELTA. DURING HIS TRIP,
HE SAW THE DELTA FROM ALL ANGLES: AT WATER LEVEL ON A MOKORO,
AT PACE THROUGH THE REEDS ON A MOTORBOAT AND FROM HIGH
ABOVE IN A HELICOPTER. HERE, HE RECOUNTS HIS EXPERIENCES AND
DESCRIBES ONE OF THE MOST DIVERSE LANDSCAPES ON THE PLANET.

ON MY MOST RECENT VISIT, I found
Botswana impossible to pin down.
There’s such a huge diversity of game
and landscapes. Add to that an everchanging climate and a complex
network of internal flights to untangle,
and it’s vital that you plan your trip
correctly.

From top: Makgadikgadi Pans, Ian in a Mokoro
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Because of this, I’d always recommend
staying at a combination of two camps,

ideally three. It makes Botswana
difficult to do on a budget, but luckily
we have a few tricks up our sleeves to
make it a little more affordable.
Thanks to Botswana’s unpredictable
water channels, the landscape is in
constant flux. Each season brings a new
dynamic: floods in the Delta around
May create waterways and channels.
By September, the flood waters start

Clockwise from right: Desert Landscape, Game
Drive, Sanctuary Chief’s Camp, Red Lechwe

to recede and game viewing peaks.
Temperatures rise during October and
November and in many areas waterbased activities cease as the floods
evaporate. It means Botswana’s camps
have to evolve with the seasons too.
Game viewing is a mix of land-based
safari and water-based safari by
motorboat or mokoro (a traditional
kind of canoe). Helicopter safaris really
have the wow factor – especially if the
doors have been removed. And on a
walking safari you can get so close to
the wildlife you’ll hear every rustle and
pawstep.
I really recommend mobile safaris too.

These tend to be tented but don’t let
that put you off – they’re far from basic
(read Botswana on the move in our
previous travel guide for more info).
Also, don’t forget about the desert.
It’s such a contrast to the Delta and I
highly recommend giving yourselves
a few nights in a desert camp or the
famed Makgadikgadi Pans. One of our
favourites, Jack’s Camp, will reopen in
May 2020.
But by far my biggest tip for anyone
visiting Botswana: be flexible. In fact, I
have a motto I share with all my clients:
if you’re fixed on the camps, be flexible
on the dates. If you’re fixed on the
dates, be flexible with your camps.

“WE HAD A BRILLIANT TIME WITH SO MANY WOW MOMENTS.
SEEING ANIMALS IN THEIR OWN SETTING WITH NO FEAR OF US
OR US OF THEM WAS REMARKABLE… WE WOULD DEFINITELY
RECOMMEND THIS HOLIDAY AND HAD SUCH A GREAT TIME.” MR W
SUGGESTED
ITINERARY
Ian suggests starting with
3 nights at Chief’s Camp
in the Okavango’s Moremi
Reserve for thrilling landbased game drives. Fly on
to Vumbura Plains Camp
in the Delta for 3 nights of
water-based experiences
surrounded by islands and
floodplains. Finish with 3
nights in the desert at Jack’s
Camp on the edge of the
Makgadikgadi Pans.

07

MORE THAN JUST
A WATERFALL
TO VISIT VICTORIA FALLS AND ONLY SEE THE MAIN EVENT IS TO
MISS OUT. YOU CAN EASILY LOSE TWO DAYS – IF NOT MORE – IN
THIS UNFORGETTABLE AREA.

08
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Clockwise from left:
Victoria Falls, Devil’s Pool, Stanley & Livingstone Hotel
Previous page: Microlight Flight

Considered by many to be
the world’s largest waterfall,
it’s only right that Victoria
Falls appears on lots of
bucket lists.
When the river is in full flood and
the roar of the water is at its most
intense, the power of nature here is
like nowhere else on earth. But beyond
the Falls, even more experiences and
adventures await.

from the land and the air. Thanks to
strategically placed viewing points
along the way, you can walk the
National Park with or without a guide.
Just be sure to wear clothes that dry
quickly and take a waterproof bag as
the chances are you’ll get drenched.
Afternoons tend to be much quieter.
Visit at night and, if there’s a full moon,
you might be lucky enough to see a
moonbow, when the water catches the
light reflected from the surface of the
moon.

FIRST, DO THE FALLS TWICE
We recommend seeing the Falls

By air, there’s the ‘Flight of Angels’
or you can transfer to your lodge by
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helicopter over the Falls and the Mighty
Zambezi. (Katherine, our senior travel
specialist, still talks about her flight
from Royal Chundu as one of the
greatest experiences of her life.)
PULSE-RACING PURSUITS
A dip in Devil’s Pool, nature’s most
thrilling infinity pool, isn’t to be
missed (it’s seasonal, so speak to us
first). There are gorge swings and zip
lines – we heartily recommend white
water rafting on the grade-five rapids.
Our managing director, Liz, tried it
recently and loved it, despite not being
a natural water baby!

“WHEN THE RIVER IS IN FULL FLOOD AND
THE ROAR OF THE WATER IS AT ITS MOST
INTENSE, THE POWER OF NATURE HERE IS
LIKE NOWHERE ELSE ON EARTH.”
LAID-BACK AND LEISURELY
Take an art safari at the local elephant
sanctuary and indulge your inner
Picasso. Prepare a local meal and enjoy
a guided canoe or raft trip on the river
while it slowly cooks in a traditional
‘Potjie’. And don’t leave without taking
a sunset or sunrise cruise.
ZIMBABWE OR ZAMBIA?
If you prefer a buzz, Zimbabwe is your
better bet. The Victoria Falls Hotel is
the most famous place to stay and is
about to undergo a make-over. The
Stanley & Livingstone Boutique Hotel
is close to town, but removed from

the noise and bustle. Prefer a riverside
location? Matetsi River Lodge and
Mpala Jena Tented Camp are both
right on the banks and offer game
drives in their private reserves.
In Zambia, the Royal Livingstone has
its own private path to the Falls. We
love the quirkiness of Tongabezi’s
riverfront cottages. And for seclusion,
Royal Chundu and Thorntree River
Lodge are two of our favourites.
DOUBLE-UP YOUR DESTINATIONS
With a joint visa you can visit
Zimbabwe and Zambia. You can
Clockwise from top:
Royal Chundu Sleep-out, White
Water Rafting, Thorntree Lodge

also combine Victoria Falls with lots
of other destinations: South Africa,
Namibia, Botswana’s Okavango Delta
and Chobe. It’s easy to tick off the Great
Migration thanks to a direct flight
from Nairobi – and of course there
are countless safari experiences in
Zimbabwe and Zambia themselves.

FEELING INSPIRED?

See our itinerary suggestion on page 22
or call us for some creative itinerary planning.
And check out the other blogs in our
48 hours in… series, including Cape
Town, Johannesburg and Nairobi.
Visit knightonreeve.co.uk
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OUR MAP OF

MUST-SEES
Mountain Gorillas

VICTORIA FALLS

RWANDA

The sheer intensity and volume
of water that crashes over the lip
of the Falls when the Zambezi
is in full flood always takes our
breath away. Page 8.

ZAMBIA
Victoria
Falls

OKAVANGO DELTA
We find the everchanging make-up of
the Delta fascinating
– lagoons, reed-lined
channels, islands of
palm trees. It may
never be the same
twice but it’s always
beautiful. Page 6.

Etosha Pan

ETOSHA PAN

Okavango

NAMIBIA

It’s the vastness of the pan
and the bleached earth
that we remember most
– a dramatic backdrop
to our wildlife photos as
we drove along the pan’s
southern edge.

Windhoek

Maun

BOTSWANA
Gaborone

Namib Dunes

The

Johannesburg

SOUTH
AFRICA

NAMIB DUNES
Our top tip – get here early
and watch the colours of the
dunes change as the sun
rises. The contrast with the
blue sky is spectacular.
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ZIMBABW

Cape Town
Garden Route

Port Elizabeth

D

MOUNTAIN GORILLAS
Nothing prepared us for the thrill
of coming face to face with a wild
gorilla. An encounter that we will
never forget.

KENYA
Nairobi
The Great Migration
Kilimanjaro

TANZANIA

Dar-es-Salaam

KILIMANJARO
If, like us, you’d settle for just a
glimpse of Kili, we’d direct you
towards our favourite lodges in
Amboseli or Tsavo (though if you
want to head for the top, speak to
us, we can do that too).

WE

THE GREAT MIGRATION
It’s hard to really describe what
it’s like to see herds in such vast
numbers, whether they’re leaping
down impossibly steep riverbanks
or covering the plains for as far as
you can see. Page 16.

MOZAMBIQUE

Kruger

Durban

THE GARDEN ROUTE
Don’t plan a trip to the Garden Route
expecting perfectly pruned gardens.
It inherited its name because its
rugged coast is such a stark contrast
to the arid interior.

THE KRUGER
On our most recent visit we
were simply blown away by the
quality – and quantity – of the
wildlife sightings. Page 21.
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THE BEST OF
BOTH WORLDS
We’re often asked about the best way to combine beach
holidays with safari trips. Here, our senior travel specialist,
Katherine, suggests how to go about getting the best from
the beach and the bush.

KEEP IT SIMPLE WITH SOUTH AFRICA
AND MAURITIUS
There are direct overnight flights from
the UK that get you into Johannesburg
first thing. Arrive refreshed from your
flat bed in business or first class then
it’s just a quick flight to your lodge
and you’re ready to go. Safari wise, I’d
recommend heading north to malariafree Madikwe or over to the Kruger area
for three or four nights.
To get from the Kruger straight to
Mauritius in one day is tricky, so I
usually recommend an overnight
in Johannesburg and heading to
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Mauritius the following morning. I’d
stick to the west coast of Mauritius
between May and September (the best
time to go on safari) because it’s a bit
warmer and more protected. You’ll
still find lots of first class resorts on the
windier east coast – they tend to be in
sheltered coves so don’t let the wind
put you off!
BAREFOOT LUXURY IN SOUTH AFRICA
AND MOZAMBIQUE
A safari in the Greater Kruger area
teamed with a lodge in Mozambique’s
Bazaruto archipelago or Vilanculos is

another possibility – there are direct
flights from Kruger to Vilanculos. June
to October is generally the best time to
go, but don’t expect searing heat. Also
bear in mind that the summer (from
December to March) is hot and muggy.
EAST AFRICA AND ZANZIBAR
A beach stay in Zanzibar can easily be
added on to a few days in the Masai
Mara or a longer safari to Tanzania’s
Tarangire, Ngorongoro Crater and the
Serengeti. There are many combinations
(we can help you plan the best route)
but bear in mind that although they’re
lovely, Zanzibar’s resorts aren’t as slick
as places in Seychelles or Mauritius.
Ian, our travel specialist, stayed at the
beautiful Alfajiri Villas on the Kenyan
coast, here’s what he had to say:

“Greeted by the butler, Ephraim, in
white robes and bare feet, the instant
impression was of pure relaxation
with the sound of the ocean. The whole
concept is to relax as a family but you
have your own concierge to help arrange
anything you may wish to do.”

Clockwise from below: Alfajiri Villa, Seychelles,
Santorini Mozambique, Mauritius
Opposite page: andBeyond Benguerra Island

HONEYMOON HEAVEN IN KENYA
AND SEYCHELLES
A popular but a tricky combination.
In most cases, you’ll have to spend a
night in Nairobi before and after your
safari. It’s worth it, though: there’s
plenty to do and see in Nairobi (check
out our 48 hours in… Nairobi blog for
suggestions). And although it’s possible
to get to Praslin without an overnight,
if you choose a private island like
North Island, Fregate or Four Seasons
Desroches, you’ll need to spend a night
in Mahé en route.

“A BEACH STAY IN ZANZIBAR CAN EASILY
BE ADDED ON TO A FEW DAYS IN THE
MASAI MARA”
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THE GREATEST
SHOW ON EARTH
The phenomenon of two million wildebeest and tens of
thousands of zebra moving en masse around the Serengeti
and the Masai Mara is a spectacle to behold.
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From top: Roving Bushtops Tent,
Roving Bushtops on the move
Opposite page: Wildebeest

THE RIVER CROSSINGS are what most
people come to see: thousands upon
thousands of animals crashing down
steep river banks, dodging crocodiles
(with varying levels of success) to get to
the other side.
WHEN (AND WHERE) DOES IT HAPPEN?
The Great Migration is always happening
somewhere, the trick is to make sure
you’re in the right place at the right
time. It’s not an exact science. When
the herds move depends on the rain
and they might choose to spend
longer in one particular spot based
on the weather. But with our years of
experience we can usually take a welleducated guess.
January-March,
southern Serengeti
The plains are dotted
with baby wildebeest –
and, of course, predators.

LAKE
VICTORIA

April-June, en route
to the Masai Mara
The herds begin their
trek north towards the
Masai Mara.
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To stand the best chance of catching a
glimpse, stay at a mobile camp. These
typically move twice a year and they’re
often eco-friendly with a light footprint.
That doesn’t mean compromising on
luxury – Roving Bushtops is a great
example, check out our website for
others.
PREPARE FOR THE CROWDS
The Great Migration appears on almost
everyone’s bucket list, so don’t expect
to experience it by yourself. In fact, with
so many people jostling, it can feel
quite hectic. Even so, we think it’s worth
it. And we’ll always do whatever we can
to help you find the best view.

July – September,
the Masai Mara
The herds are usually in
the Masai Mara, where
the grazing is good at this
time of year.
October – December,
back to the Serengeti
The Lamai area in the
north of the park is a
good base for spotting
them as they cross back
to the Serengeti and
continue the route south.
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Clockwise from below:
Humpback Whale, Hemingways Watamu, Wildebeest on Liuwa Plains, King Lewanika Lodge, Zebra Migration

THERE’S
MORE
THAN ONE
MIGRATION

KENYA’S OTHER MIGRATION
Humpback whales arrive on the
Kenyan coast between July and
September to breed and give birth
in the warm tropical waters. They
can grow to 15m long and weigh 30
tonnes (that’s six times the weight of
an elephant).

THE SERENGETI ISN’T THE ONLY
PLACE THAT SEES EN MASSE
MOVEMENT EACH YEAR.
Choose to witness one of these
alternative, lesser-known (but every
bit as thrilling) migrations and you’ll
benefit from fewer crowds, better
views and even more photo opps.
BOTSWANA’S ZEBRAS ARE BACK
On the Makgadikgadi Pans, there
was once a migration as massive as
the Serengeti’s. But during the 1960s,
cattle fences were erected, routes
blocked and the migration fizzled out.
Fast-forward 50 years, the fences are
down and thousands of zebras are
again following in the hoofsteps of
their ancestors.

When? January-April.
Where? Jack’s Camp.

When? From July to September
(August is usually the best month).
Where? Hemingways Watamu is Ian’s
hotel of choice.

“EACH YEAR, TENS OF
THOUSANDS OF BLUE
WILDEBEEST ARRIVE
AT LIUWA PLAINS
NATIONAL PARK”

THE SECOND LARGEST WILDEBEEST
MIGRATION
Each year, tens of thousands of
blue wildebeest arrive at Liuwa
Plains National Park, in the far west
of Zambia, to birth on the plains.
When the flood plains begin to fill,
the experience is often described as
‘Serengeti meets Delta’.

When? The wildebeest arrive
October-November, the flood plains
begin to fill in January.
Where? King Lewanika Lodge.
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Clockwise from left:
On Safari at Londolozi, The Safari Store Clothing

SAFARI ESSENTIALS

If there’s one question we get asked more than any other, it’s
‘What do I need to pack when I go on safari?’
The simple answer is ‘surprisingly
little’. There’s really no need to dress
up for dinner in the bush and luggage
restrictions on smaller flights provide
a natural limit on how much you
can take. Many lodges provide a
complimentary laundry service so you
can easily rewear your safari outfits.
As part of our service we send a
recommended packing list out with
your travel documents. We’ve also
bagged a discount at The Safari Store
– we’ll give you a unique discount code
when we confirm your booking.
We asked Steve Adams, managing
director of The Safari Store, what his
travel essentials are.

“I never go on safari without my
Swarovski binoculars and Bushman
insect repellent. There is nothing more
frustrating than missing out on the
intimate action of Africa by leaving my
binoculars behind - and spending the
safari itching and scratching from insect
bites if I forget to pack a few bottles of
Bushman. My advice for insect repellent
- as with film for your camera in the predigital days - always pack way more than
you think you will need.”
Visit our ‘How to pack for a Safari’ blog
online for more of our top tips.
LIGHTEN THE LOAD
Of course you’ll want to make the most

of the fabulous photo opportunities on
safari but if carrying a heavy camera
might just tip the scales, give us a
call. We know the lodges that provide
camera equipment for you to use
during your stay. Guests at Zarafa in
Botswana, Mpala Jena in Zimbabwe
and Mara Plains in Kenya, among
others, will find professional Canon
cameras and lenses, as well as Leica or
Swarovski binoculars, in each room.
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WHAT’S
NEW RIGHT
NOW?

ZAMBIA
We’ve had a peak at the plans to
transform Puku Ridge into a high-end
lodge for South Luangwa, and to say
we’re excited is an understatement.
We wouldn’t expect anything less
from our friend, safari expert Grant
Cumings. Expect it to be fully up and
running for the 2020 season.

Africa is constantly evolving and there’s
always a new lodge or experience in the
pipeline. Luckily for you, we keep our
finger firmly on the pulse – here’s a quick
roundup of the hottest new properties we
think you’d want to know about.
RWANDA IS THE HOTTEST
DESTINATION OF THE MOMENT
You know a place is on the up when
not one but two luxury brand leaders
open new properties. Singita Kwitonda
Lodge and Kataza House opened in
August. One&Only is anticipated to
open Gorilla’s Nest in 2020 – it’s ideally
placed for gorilla tracking and looks set
to be spectacular.
MAKEOVERS AND NEW FACES IN
NAMIBIA
Sonop is a new tented camp on the
edge of the Namibian desert with
stunning views and a sense of true
isolation. Our old favourite, Sossusvlei
Desert Lodge has undergone a
complete rebuild. Anderssons at
Ongava has reopened with nine huge
suites complete with TVs showing a live
feed from the waterhole (so you can
decide whether it’s worth going down
or not).
But the star of the show is the Ongava
Research Centre, where you can
interact with scientists and researchers
(as well as enjoying a relaxing and
rewarding safari too).
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NEW SAFARI HOUSES IN KENYA
AND SOUTH AFRICA
Lengishu House in northern Kenya
boasts stunning views across the
plains of Laikipia. It sleeps 12 and has
a pool, gym, in-house masseuse and
excellent game drives in the private
Borana conservancy. Kubili House, in
South Africa, is an exclusive-use house
in the Thornybush Reserve with an
eye for earthy interiors and a location
that’s a big hit with local wildlife (it’s
set on the biggest dam in the reserve).
Clockwise from top:
Lengishu House Sundowner, Singita Kataza House,
Lengishu House

LONG
LIVE KING
KRUGER

The Kruger always takes
our breath away. This year,
our managing director,
Liz, returned after several
years of visiting other
African destinations.

two lodges on your trip to experience
everything it has to offer.

Clockwise
from top left:
On Safari in Sabi Sand,
Rockfig Safari Lodge,
Wild Dog, Tengile
River Lodge

Within just 24 hours of arriving at
Ngala Safari Lodge, Liz had seen a
pangolin, black rhino, elephants, a pack
of 23 wild dogs and witnessed a pretty
unusual encounter with a leopard and
hyena. Over the next six days, as she
moved from lodge to lodge, there were
different leopards on every game drive.
‘One cub, about four months old, was
really curious about our vehicle. He
came right up to it, tried to dislodge the
indicator light and sniffed the guide’s
shoes – I got some great video footage.’
Her conclusion? The Kruger really does
offer a wildlife experience that’s difficult
to match. And because the landscape is
vast, varied and ever changing, there’s
a compelling argument to include

Speaking of lodges, Liz has been in
the industry for nearly 30 years and
has pretty much seen them all. But
when she popped in to the recently
opened Tengile River Lodge in the
Sabi Sand reserve, what she saw left
her speechless.
‘It’s very contemporary, with lots of
woods, leather, prints, tweeds, rusty
metal doors. You hardly know which
way to look but it actually works, it fits
in really well.’
Rockfig Safari Lodge, with its
divine décor, hand-crafted lights
and expertly presented (not to
mention very tasty) food exceeded all
expectations. And although Londolozi
might have been around for a while,
Liz loved every second of her stay here.
There’s just one thing Liz regrets
about this trip: running out of time to
experience the deep rest promised
by the biophony sound frequency
machine at Londolozi Healing House.
Maybe next time.

21

SUITCASES AT THE READY?
We know Africa inside out. Everything we do is tailor-made to fit your
requirements, but here are some of our ideas to get you started.
CAPE TOWN, VICTORIA
FALLS & KAFUE
Start with 3 nights in Cape
Town and explore the Mother
City. Fly up to Livingstone
for 3 nights at the Royal
Livingstone, it’s right on the
banks of the Zambezi river
and within walking distance
of Victoria Falls. From here,
fly on to Shumba Camp in
the remote Kafue Park for 3
nights on safari, exploring the
Busanga Plains. Easy add-ons
– include a couple of nights in
Chobe or fly onto Nairobi and
combine with the Masai Mara.

KRUGER &
VICTORIA FALLS
BUSH & BEACH
Head to the Kruger where there
is an exceptional choice of lodges
for 3 nights on safari. Fly to
Johannesburg for an overnight stay
before flying onto the Seychelles
for 7 nights by the beach – we love
the Four Seasons Resort on Mahé.
This itinerary is fully customisable –
you could add a few nights in Cape
Town at the start, spend longer in
Johannesburg (there’s plenty to
see), island hop in the Seychelles or
try out Mauritius instead.
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For an exceptional Kruger
experience we suggest 2
lodges in different areas.
Start with 3 nights at Rockfig
Safari Lodge in the northern
Timbavati reserve. Fly down
to the south and spend 3
nights at Dulini Lodge in
the Sabi Sand reserve. Then
hop on the direct flight to
Livingstone and finish with
3 nights in a riverside lodge
– Tongabezi is one of our
favourites, and just a short
drive from Victoria Falls.

GORILLAS, CHIMPS &
SAFARI IN RWANDA

FAMILY FRIENDLY
Choose the right lodge
and your kids will be safari
fans for life. We can highly
recommend Morukuru in
South Africa’s malaria-free
Madikwe Reserve for 3 or 4
days of thrilling game drives
and a lot of fun. A quick night
in Johannesburg (Athol
Place with its lovely pool and
gardens is ideal) then a direct
flight to Mauritius for a week
of relaxation by the beach.

MASAI MARA &
THE SERENGETI

Rwanda is simply incredible.
We suggest starting with a
night at boutique hotel The
Retreat in the capital, Kigali
before heading to Akagera
National Park. Stay at the
newly opened Magashi Camp
for 3 nights on safari. Tea
plantations and chimps are 2
of the highlights at Nyungwe,
where we recommend 2
nights at One&Only Nyungwe
House. Finish off with 3 nights
at Singita’s newest lodge,
Kwitonda and a hike to see
the mountain gorillas.

Why flip a coin when you can visit both?
Start with a night in Nairobi before flying
into the Mara for 3 nights on safari. Fly on
to the Serengeti for 3 nights and from
there, well, the choice is yours – Zanzibar
for R&R, Mahale for chimp trekking, Lake
Tanganyika, mountain gorillas in Rwanda…
Ian recommends the Bushtops Camps in the
Mara and Serengeti for exceptional service,
cuisine and attention to detail. They even have
night vision cameras in their Mara vehicles.
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